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C hristian greetings from Switzerland and Rotterdam. I don’t know if you
will remember me – I wrote you two letters some years ago – but sure
you will remember your few hours, late at night in Rotterdam, when Br.
Harry van der Stel gave to you a hat of your father. You was quite
surprised about that, but you don’t know the story behind it, and why
Brother Harry did it. Now, I am also writing to you on behalf of this
brother, because we have one voice in this letter and are good friends.
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Now, please consider, that English is not my mother tongue and so I don’t
have the sensibility to use the proper words all the time. Only a native can
do that, I mean a man born and grown up under a certain language. So
please forgive me, if my wording is not always polite enough. The prophet
said, that he liked man around him that would not always agree. And I
hope the Lord gave you enough grace to do likewise.
We just read your paper “Here I stand” and your open letter. It’s just too
much said in those papers to deal with in one letter but we have to take
our stand for honesty and truth.

Not recently verified ~

Article Rating
Average Score: 0
Votes: 0
Please take a second and
vote for this article:

We appreciate the great work you have done through the years in
spreading the message worldwide. But now you came out with a puplic
attack against free translators and it seems, that you just don’t get the
real picture in this matter. ...read more ...

Why do people translate? There maybe different reasons, but Jesus said
in Luk. 9.50: “Forbid him not, for he that is not against us, is for us.” If
you do that, you are out of the word right there.
Why did Brother Harry start to translate? This testimony may help you to
get a deeper insight.
Brother Harry van der Stel in Rotterdam was desperately battling with the
Lord, telling Him, He was unjust, to send a prophet speaking a language
he couldn’t understand, knowing, the importance of a prophet. Was not
many translations in the seventies. He started to run those tapes in his
home, not able to understand what the prophet said, but he just loved that
voice and the anointing coming with that voice. Being desperately in
prayer one day, the Lord just opened his ears for that foreign language
instantly and he could understand the preaching instantly, even being able
to translate simultaneous into the Dutch language. Many people got saved
and healed under those translations. God blessed the ministry of brother
Harry, so God gave him a strong church, and because of that he is able to
raise the money to finance the printing work.

Cast my Vote!

Options
Printer Friendly Page
Send to a Friend

Why did I start with the translation work? One day Brother Sidney Jackson
came to Rotterdam. Perhaps you know what Brother Branham said about
that man. Here it is:
Well, why did Brother Jackson and his wife stand out to me? Because he
was a hunter? Nope. Because I've got many fine hunter friends down
there. But why did he stand out? And why? If you only knew the secret
behind this all. But I don't tell people all the secrets that I know. Well, why
was it at the same hour that the Lord said, "C ontact Sidney Jackson in
South Africa," the Lord spoke to Sidney Jackson to come here? Sunday a
week he was baptized, him and his wife, in the Name of Jesus C hrist, right
here in the shadowing time. See, predestinated to the cause... See?
QUESTIONS.AND.ANSWERS_ JEFF.IN _ 640823M
For me it was the grace of God that I could see that man in Harry’s place
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around 197981. Jackson asked me: “Do you have these tapes in your
languages – then he mentioned some titles of messages. Then he said:
“The prophet told me, that in those tapes is the mysteries given to the
Bride.” According to Brother Branhams own words, he was predestinated
for the cause. This Bother Jackson now urged me to translate those tapes
to the Bride in Germany. That’s the reason I started to translate some
messages into the German language. Hardly one of those tapes brother
Jackson mentioned was already translated into the German by the man
Ewald Frank who claimed to be the only one, being allowed to translate.
He even said the prophet told him that.
I had my own business in those days, so I could take some time to
translate. But not being able to do both well I just dropped my business
and I lived from a little income from my church of about sFr. 2000. with
seven C hildren. Then a director of the company “Manpower” tried to win
me desperately for his company. He offered me a job with a top salary of
sFr. 9000. 10'000. a month. That was a lot of money in 1983, more
than some bank directors had. I rejected, because the Lord had called me
to do something else. Already then some had the nerve to tell me, that I
was translating to make some business with the message.
Now lets come to the point This was one of the statements in your
writings: “Since the earliest days of Voice of God Recordings, I have
always stressed to you the fact that my goal is to run the outreach of
Brother Branham’s ministry as closely in line with his instructions as
human possible.
As a foundation to your writings
you have some quotes and two papers: The first resolution signed by the
board of the Branham Tabernacle and your paper “transfer of franchise”
date 1981.
In that second paper you put something in which was never stated in the
original resolutions signed by the board! I will repeat that: In your second
franchise claims you injected something which was never mentioned in
the original resolution signed by the board! The subject is “Translating into
other languages. It is not there on the first resolution, it’s just not there!
The second paper is named “Transfer of franchise”
How can somebody give you a right for something that he never had
himself? How can you transfer something what is not there? Please,
explain that one! There was a copyright on the church age book. That’s
all.
You put your franchise claims also on translations. Brother Branham
never said it and you can see, he was very happy the way it went. That
was his instruction: The tape ministry is a worldwide thing, everywhere. I
think it's one way God has got scattering the Message back into the
heathen lands, back in where that it has to be translated. And in
Germany, and so forth, they got tapes (they already had them) they go to
their congregations of hundreds and hundreds of people; and put little
things in their ears, and run it onto a tape. And just as I'm speaking,
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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(that’s him on tape now) the minister stands there making the same
expressions, and in the other languages, and bringing it out before
hundreds. And hundreds are being saved and healed, just through the
tapes going out across the world. All in English, but being translated in
many, many different language in tribes around the world. We hear from
them, back through the mail. TESTIMONY_ SHREVEPORT.LA V17 N5
THURSDAY_ 631128M
He said: “We hear from them back through mail.” I don’t know how
inaccurate those translations where, but good enough that people got
saved and healed and the prophet rejoiced!
In your claims you are mixing the former franchise with you latter
franchise and by that you are saying things the prophet never said. If you
say now, the prophet said, then the whole world can see that you are
lying.
Brother Branham said, there is no half lie, when Abraham said, Sarah was
his Sister, he said that was a plane lie, pitch black. There is only one way
to solve that thing: C onfess, that you did wrong to all the translators
worldwide and apologise for that and we will gladly forgive you. We will
call you Brother, even in your letter, you give the impression, that we are
no brothers and that it was the angel of the Lord that let you made that
remark to us. If giving out this message with a pure heart before God, if
that will kill me, then that is ok, then I don’ want to live.
Give us one quote or statement of the prophet, where he says that it is
not allowed for honest man around the world to translate the message we
will follow his instructions instantly and we will drop the work right now,
because we would never go against something the prophet said. I am now
62, a good age to resign. It’s just hard work to help a few people and you
will never make a living out of it here in Europe you have to give your
own money into the work. I will just drop the case and will make life a
little more easy together with my wife.
You made the fatal mistake in saying and bringing into your claims
something, that your father never said. Now, you can do that, you are
free to do what you want, but please, don’t tell the innocent young
translators, that the prophet said so. With that lie you are putting them
under psychological terror and fear. I think you should also understand,
what the Angel of the Lord said about that man with his “free tape
ministry” had nothing to do with the tape ministry but with his spirit and
his behaviour. The spirit he showed and his lack of respect to a prophet of
God brought him out of fellowship.
Then you took your second step
Again I will try to believe that you did it with a honest heart with the
desire, to make the translation as good as possible. But according to the
prophets own words concerning translations you was out of place then
already, because he said: ..... scattering the Message back into the
heathen lands, back in where that it has to be translated.......... . All in
English, but being translated in many, many different language in tribes
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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around the world. We hear from them, back through the mail. (He never
said: Now, they have to be sent back to us, so we can control them. He
knew better than that. God is watching over his word, at least according
also to your bible.
By thinking, you would be able to control the quality of a translation, you
brought in your own rules into foreign languages, thinking now, you know
more about translations, then the man in his home country. I tried to
make that clear to you some years ago, but you would not listen. We
have reports from several countries about confusing computerized word
by word translations, to read like an oracle.
Some honest and firm man had the courage to tell you the truth, but you
acted like a know it all, refusing their advice all the time. I understand
your desire to give out translations, but only a man being spiritual, living
in that country and speaking both languages can judge a translation but
no computerprogram.
But obviously you had your personal reasons to do that, because for you
even the wording the prophet used was God, with all wrong remarks and
stammering. There you went overboard because the letter killeth and the
spirit gives life. By worshipping the letter instead of the spirit one
becomes an idol worshipper.
For you, all what he said was God even his mistakes, even his
stammering, but that’s again not what the prophet said, he said: “You
must understand what I mean.”
RISING.OF.THE.SUN_ JEFF.IN V3 N12 SUNDAY_ 650419M
41 Now, I want you to turn inin your Bibles, as we always believe that
the Word must come firstof the reading of the Word. I always read That,
because It... My words is the word of a man; it will fail, but the Word of
God can never fail. (1965 after the seals.)
Every man is stammering a little when he is talking, but not when he is
writing.
If I translate a stammering minister in the pulpit, for sure I will not
embarrass the man in talking likewise when I speak his sermon into my
language, just imaging that! Besides that, all of us know, the prophet told
us, what he preached about the seals in early days was a million miles
from the truth.
So for you every word he spoke is God, even his mistakes, and that’s the
way you are presenting the message: “Voice of God” – and here comes
Mariano: “Is God under copyright There is no copyright on God”. And that
is absolutely true. No man can put a copyright on the word of God. No
man can do that. That’s the reason we have so many bible versions. And
it’s just a blessing not a problem.
I was never interested to change what the prophet said. The message
means to much to me. I admit, I gave out some short versions of a
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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sermon, without introduction and announcements of events, happened
fifty years ago, (Jeff. did the same) but then it’s mentioned in the book,
and that’s my business, not yours, because I am standing in front of a
higher court all the time, when I am busy with the word of God.
I told you some years ago, that a good translation must be able, to bring
the simplicity of the expression of a thought into another persons mind.
And only a native is able to judge that problem. You said, we gave the
translations to professional translators to proof –according to our rules –
and they stated it is ok – as word by word translations. The problem is
that it’s rather silly, to think a word by word translation makes much
sense to a simple man, and also the idea, that the rules of your language
will fit to other languages. As you know, Brother Janson is a professional
translator and a faithful message believer and for him it was absolutely to
much, what you guys tried to do with the French language. Same
problems Mariano had and many others as you know. I never tried to
work with you, knowing the problem from the beginning.
When they translated the bible in different languages they had many
problems to make the people understanding the meaning not the wording.
One problem “was white as snow” because, there is some countries where
the people never have seen snow. So they had to say it in a way, that the
people could understand, so they translated: “White as a lily.” Totally
wrong according to your rules.
Now it is no proof, that you are right with your translating rules, when you
still find some nice humble man, willing to work under your strange
instructions, deceived or not being honest even to themselves.
Now you say: “...... books are frequently translated, printed and
distributed without my knowledge. (to much to make any comments here)
Then, these unchecked translations are spread among the people, and
another, inaccurate “version” of the Message takes hold and adds to the
confusion already among the people.
It seems, that you are in contact with the wrong people, because there is
no confusion in the Bride, only in the carnal body of the message. And to
make the confusion really going, and you came in rather late, with your
mind confusing translations.
You complain about more than one translation from the same message.
What’s the problem with that? Then everyone is able to compare the
translations and make up is own mind about it and then they will find out
the real meaning of the wording..
I do the same sometimes when I study the bible, I just take another
translations. In the German language we have more than 10 different
translations! Do you know that even one English word sometime contains
about fife different possibilities to bring it out in German?
Do you know, how many languages still exist on earth? According to a
estimation of the renowned “Academie Francaise” as C harles Berlitz writes
in his book “The Wonderfull World of Languages” there are still 2796
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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languages in the world! You would like to do all under your control?
Wonderful, the Lord did and will not allow that.
I will not bring you on the same level of Robert Mugabe, it’s just to show a
point. If a man has a certain position or if a man puts himself in a certain
position, like Robert Mugabe, President of Zimbabwe, he has a lot of
people around him which belong to him. Because they live from that man,
they will never be honest to Mugabe, they are just licking his boots. They
will always praise him. After a certain time, he is so much used to that,
that he will always get angry if somebody is speaking clear to him. In
your case it is even worse, because I don’t think that somebody believes
that Robert Mugabe is God.
Then you tell us: It is not possible to make a good translation in a week.
How do you know? There is many bad translations, and the man worked
many weeks, and there is some excellent translations made in real time,
just spoken as it was preached. It just depends how good the man is, ore
it happens sometime in a miraculous way under the anointing of the holy
spirit just in the meeting.
Your father said: And just as I'm speaking, (that’s him on tape now) the
minister stands there making the same expressions, and in the other
languages, and bringing it out before hundreds. And hundreds are being
saved and healed
Harry van der Stel was translating tapes in real time under the anointing
of the Holy Spirit, before he even could speak proper English and people
got healed at the spot, God did mighty works and miracles. In vain? Then
you talk about inaccurate versions of the message, not checked by VGR.
Do you realize your arrogance now?
My tapes goes out to different churches in Germany and some Pastors are
really calling for them, because it is a revival for their church every time
when they listen together in a meeting. People has been set free, and just
recently a sister was healed in one of those tape meetings. They had to
phone to the hospital, that the woman is well now, no operation was
needed, they canceled the date in the hospital. In vain?
You say: We promised, that no request for materials where overlooked.
That’s nice, and I am sure you even meant what you said, but Brother
Dushan, Mariano and others had to wait nearly a year sometimes until
their translation was printed. That’s the reason those people was asking
for help and we helped them to print on their own, so the work of the Lord
can be done in a short time. And from Africa I heard reports how the
people had problems to get books and tapes from the “tribal chief
pastors” and office keepers, or the tape libraries where empty, or they
have no money to buy books ore tapes. (At the moment, in Zimbabwe,
the average men can hardly afford his daily food, same time some
millionaire message chiefs live like kings.)
Now you say that one Message translated according to your rules is
enough to save a soul. That may be true, because with God all things are
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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possible, but still your left with the question: Why did the prophet preach
all those tapes – only for Americans? Did he say: “Rapturing faith lays in
these messages:” “or in one message?”
There is a lot more to say about “Here I stand”, but for sure, that’s not my
job, because I am responsible for translations and not for giving out
originals. But just in closing a few words about the versions of original
messages.
In your general letter you are calling for “undivided attention” . Then you
go on, telling us, that the following quote is not manipulated:
“If there’d be a foul person, that wanted to do some trouble, he could
really do it. You go over that franchise ‘cause that’s just like a
copyright, see, the same thing. You are not allowed to do it; it’s a great
fine to do that.(§111) He continued his instructions by saying: (Now that
following statement comes two pages later: (§123) “I’ can’t take care of
all; I am just telling you the way it should be and must be run. That...you
understand, I said; ‘Must be run.”
So it’s manipulated! The first part of the quote with the “foul person” is
spoken in § 111 The second part of the quote you wrote in one paragraph
appears two pages! later in §123 of church order and had to do with the
royalties in connection with the law of the country they had to follow! That
was the “must be run” the prophet was talking there. The first part of the
quote had to do with a franchise the board could change any time! (We
will bring it later with all in line) You fabricated out of those statements
something, that let the innocent believe, and gives the impression, that it
must be run the way it is now, and can not be changed, otherwise you
would go out of the instructions the prophet gave! That’s really bad and a
masterpiece of misinterpretation.
And by the way, you should know about that letter from the 1th
September 1972, from “William Branham Evangelic Association” signed by
your own Brother. Here is just a little part of it: Most recently our attorney
informed us that the tape recorded messages of Brother Branham were
considered to be "public domain" and could not legally be enforced under
a franchise. We accept this as being the law of the land, and henceforth
will not try to enforce the franchise of the tape recorded messages of
Brother Branham"
You wrote: I cannot help but believe that if we were following, to the
letter, the instructions that the prophet left for us, the results would be
greater than anything we have ever seen or imagined. That’s 100% true,
and you better do it!
Why the instructions was given in the Branham tabernacle (C H.ORDER_
631226)
§ 115... there has been complaints on every one. But it seemingly here
lately, there's been a great complaint about not getting their tapes. People
has called me up from across the country. And then another, being,
retracted tapes. They'll be playing one thing one minute, and play back on
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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another another thing, and then you can't even understand what they are.
§ 116 Now, these people paying for those tapes should get a genuine
tape....
§ 117 And someone’s called me, and say they been waiting for months for
tapes............. the law of it is that these tapes, from the time that they
send for them, them tapes are supposed to be on their road within a day
or two, three or four, five days; after they send for them tapes, it's got to
be in the mail or the franchise can be canceled at any time when these
orders are disobeyed. See?
§ 119 Now, and every six months or a year, this is supposed to be
renewed; this agreement is supposed to be renewed. You're supposed to
meet on this certain date that this franchise says that you got to meet.
And then it's supposed to be, that's, other people are supposed to come in
at that time, and you're supposed to notify others who have been asking
about the tapes, and come in with their agreement and set down and talk
it over.
§ 119 Now, these orders must be carried out. See? And it must be carried
right, because it is complaining. They complained with Leo and Gene; they
complained with every one; it's complain with Brother Maguire; and it'll be
complaining with somebody else, but let's find out what their complaining
is.
§ 120 Now, but when the tapes are begin to pile up, boxes of them, letters
by the dozens pouring in, and they... See, it doesn't fall back to the tape
maker; it falls on me. They're always bawling me out about it. Now, it's
my duty as a C hristian to see that the people get what they pay for, and I
want you trustees to see that they get it. If they have to charge more, get
a better tape, get a better machine, we want somebody to make that tape
who makes it right. That's our interest.
The tape must be made right. And the customer must be satisfied, or stop
the whole tape thing altogether; we won't have no tapes, just let anybody
make them that wants to. But if they're going to charge for them, let them
see that they get what they paid for, 'cause that's C hristianity. That's no
more than do...
§ 124 And if you have to have a better machine to take it, then get a
better machine. If it has to be... Now, I said to them; I said, "Every
meet... mission that I go into the field, before I go, I'll notify you what
sermons I'm going to preach on out there, something that I've already..."
And I promised you all, which I'm going to retape back again Sunday
night, that "Before I preach any new message, it would come from this
Tabernacle first, because they seem to get a better recording."
§ 126 And make a perfect tape, and each tape played back and checked
before it goes, or just stop the whole thing; don't even have nothing to do
with it; let every man make his own tape. See? But get it done right
(See?), so that this complaint will stop. We don't want no complaints at all.
If there is a complaint, let's take care of it, then we'd have it over with.
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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Further reasons for those resolutions brother Branham signed with this
“handful of men” .... ... are as follows: It has been brought to our
attention that ministers are crossing the country entering into other
fellowships, saying they are associated with, and are sent out by this
church to hold these meetings.
It has also been brought to our attention that people are printing cards
and tracts, sending out prayer cloths etc. as though they were authorized
to do so by this church and it’s Pastor, which is not true.
Now we have seen, the reasons for this franchise: Good quality of tapes,
stopping complains and stopping people, going around, telling, they
belonged to the Branham Tabernacle.
These things never had anything to do with translation rights, and even
your other claims are abstruse, after the board accepted the laws of the
country in Sept. 72, signed by your own brother, informing us that the
message is public domain after being spoken.
We appreciate, what you said on Page 5: “Being human, I have failed
many times in comming up to the exact measure of what I believe the
Lord would have of me, but I keep praying and trying. That’s wonderful,
just keep pressing on.
You also said: You might say, “But Brother Josef, how can one office
supply the entire world.”?I have never said that I wanted to work alone,
and I don’t believe that’s what Brother Branham had in his mind. (Now
you admit, that you don’t know, what he had in his mind because you say
now “believe” ) He placed a handful of men, a board, in service as
overseers, to supervise the work that knew needed doing. That is really
nonsense, you see? That was the board as any church has. Did they
follow his instructions? (§119/119)
Why do you hold to franchise claims to fight a useless battle instead of
coming to grace, when it’s proven that there is no legal rights and your
own “board” signed by your own brother already gave permission?
Brother Branham said, that law and grace cannot exist at the same time.
Why do you hold to your franchise law when it’s useless anyhow? Just
condemning brothers, when the reasons for the franchise was to give to
the people a good quality of tapes? You are the only one that can stop the
whole nonsense going on. Just tell the world the truth, that there are no
legal and moral franchise claims. Now you say: “It would not stop the fight
between those that give out the message now.” Why not? How can you
know what will happen? I still believe in miracles and in a tremendous
victory in the love divine, and the disciples of Jesus was also fighting
sometime, and God is watching over His own word.
You told us in the last “C atch the vision”, that you shipped 48'410 C D’s to
Africa. You say, “only” § 7. for one sermon, § 497. for only one year.
You should also know how much money an average African can spend.
Why did you reject the MP3 version, that was offered to you by Daniel
Billesberger? Just think: 1159 Messages for less than $ 40. One message
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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less than 4 C ents! Also a poor man can afford, but then maybe VGR will
face financial difficulties. That seems to be the real problem. Why don’t
you want competition? Only because of competition you have your daily
food, your cars and everything so cheap. It’s also not right to keep the
price of the spiritual food on such a high level in trying to push away
competition. That’s the way the Mafia is working but not a believer, putting
people under psychological terror and fear. Because of competition and
the advanced technology also the quality is no problem anymore and for
sure nobody will go around, claiming he is a member of the Branham
Tabernacle. So the resolutions are fulfilled anyhow as you can see and so
it’s irresponsible to hold on to a franchise being given fifty years ago with
the goal to obtain the best quality of tapes having in view the excellent
quality already produced years ago, and improving automatically as time
goes on, by many electronic enthusiasts around the world.
What hinders you then, to speak like Jesus: “Forbid him not, for he that is
not against us, is for us.” What’s the problem then? What hinders you then
if it’s not a money problem? But just be honest, for sure somebody will
help, if God is in the matter.
You complain about all the money you spend for all cleaning work, stolen
food, Robin Hoods etc. Brother Ronald Searle and many others spread the
message all over the islands and the rest world, all not cleaned, but in a
very good quality. We even preferred those tapes more then all later
cleaned versions. You could even hear the sound of the holy spirit on the
old tape in the message “Tower of Babel, on the cleaned version you will
not hear one thing.
We don’t know how much you had to pay C loverdale Bibleway for the
cleaning equipment, but it’s rather ridiculous to complain about those
expenses anyhow in view of the full size of “Voice of God Recordings”. We
gave the whole life for this message, we had to work to raise our money
to buy all printing and tape equipment. Everything we give out, even the
translations are free without any copyrights. We never made a living out
of the message. It is just normal that a man will look for a job, if he runs
out of money, even the prophet had to work in the beginning of his
ministry.
Brother Branham spoke about a tremendous victory in the love divine.
That means, we have to come to grace in all things, to that capstone,
C hrist. C alling grace, grace. What hinders you to come to grace Josef and
to confess, that you did wrong? You can only win. For sure man, you can
only win and get stronger.
Let’s quote the prophet for the last time
HUMBLE.THYSELF_ JEFF.IN V21 N1 SUNDAY_ 630714E Thethe way up
is down always. If you want power, see how humble you can get. Just get
away from all your worldly thinking, and humble yourself before God, and
then you've got more power than the man that runs all over the building
and makes a big lot of noise (See?); because you have been able to
conquer yourself and commit yourself to C hrist.
https://web.archive.org/web/20111012044731/http://wmb1.com/portico/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=19
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Then in § 74 he says: “ And that takes all of us together, if we want to see
the Third pull really to do something for God, and coordination with
everyone of us together, to humble ourselfs before God and confess our
wrong, and pray and believe God for those things.
May the Lord help us, to be honest with ourselves, may He help you in all
things.
With sorrows in our heart we are writing to you, hoping and praying that
you will come back in line with the truth and the word.
Your brothers from Switzerland and Rotterdam.
Samuel Suter
Harry van der Stel
P.S. Because you went public with “Here I stand” and with your letter, we
are sorry, but we have to go public also with this letter.
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